
  

 

Dear Families, 
 

    I hope the new year finds everyone healthy, happy and 

prosperous. I cannot believe that half of the school year is 

over. Staff have been working on mid-year assessment and 

working diligently to prepare our students and schedules for 

our state spring assessment. Our school will test students in 

grades 3rd-5th, during the weeks of April 17th-27th. Please mark your calendars and work 

with us to make sure our students are in attendance, well rested and ready to go!  Be on the 

lookout for more information coming near the time of the Forward Exam.  
 

    Spring plans for events and fieldtrips are in the works. We’re working towards finalizing 

dates and times. Please take a look at our school website calendar for updates. You can always 

check with child(ren) classroom teacher(s) or with Kay in the office.   
 

    We look forward to seeing you at parent conferences in mid February on Thursday, Feb. 

16th and/or 21st.  Our PTC will sponsor our annual Scholastic Book Fair during parent 

conferences for your browsing and purchasing pleasure.  
 

    I’m excited to announce the reopening of the Menomonie Boys and Girls Club at River 

Heights Elementary School. I serve on the Advisory Board and we have a soft opening date 

sometime in mid February. We have a few more positions that need to be filled and staff 

training. There will be more information coming forth in the near future! 
 

    If you ever have any questions or concerns stop by my office, email or call. We are here to 

help and have open lines of communications.  
 

Best regards, 
 

Mary Henry 

Downsville Elementary Principal 

Downsville 

tiger tales 
January 2017 

 



    
     

December Peace Builders! 

K – Tyler Quilling 

1 -   Sidney McWithey 

2-   Ethan Fick 

3-   Joseph Eggleston 

4-   Hayllie Matthews 

5-   Maddie Fick 

 
 

Students with Perfect Attendance 1st 
Trimester!! 
Pictured with Mrs. Henry:  Cody Dahms, Kloie 
Bailey, Ethan Nelson, Ethan Fick, James  Hoff, 
Aiden Christianson, Joseph Eggleston, Kaiden 
Recore, Madeline Fick, Brian Styer, Jonathan 
Foslid and Bethany Bowman.  CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

 

Important Up-Coming Dates: 

     Jan    26 Downsville Spelling Bee 

       2:00 p.m. – Gym 

               26 PTC Ice Skating Party 

      3:30 – 5:00 p.m. 
 

     Feb     1 District Spelling Bee– 3:45pm  

  Menomonie Middle School  

     3 All School Environmental Site 

     3 All School Field Trip to Vision 

               Quest –  12:20 – 2:45 

   13 4TH & 5TH  Battle of the Books 

     1:00- 2:00 p.m. 

               16 Parent Teacher    

Conferences 4:00-7:45 pm 

BOOK FAIR!! 

    17 2ND & 3RD Grade Field Trip –  

   Eagle Center 

     21 Parent Teacher    

Conferences 4:00-7:45 pm 

 BOOK FAIR!! 

    24 NO SCHOOL – TEACHER  

  Professional Development  
 

     Mar     3 End of 2nd Trimester 

6     K & 1ST Field Trip – 

            Mabel Tainter Theatre 

            “Winnie the Pooh” -

Musical 

      8 Report Cards Go Home 

    13 – 17    SPRING BREAK!! 

      NO SCHOOL 
 

      Apr   14 Vacation – No School 

    17 K, 1st and 2nd Grade –  

     Music Concert    

 

 

               



Library News: 
 

Downsville Library Students Take Part In Awards Ballot 

 
Grades Kindergarten through Second will be learning about Wisconsin's 

Golden Archer Awards in January and February. These are Best Book 

awards decided upon by KIDS ONLY. Several books are nominated in the 

previous year by Wisconsin students based on specific criteria. The books 

must have: Unforgettable characters, Exciting Plot, Engaging Setting and 

Inspiring Themes. The books must be published within the last 5 years, in 

print and readily available, and must have an individual title, not be part of a 

series title.  

 

We will be creating illustrated journals to help remember the books as we 

read them each week. Then we will vote on our favorites and submit our 

choices to WEMTA--Wisconsin Educational Media Technology 

Association--who sponsors the award. The students' votes across the state 

will be tallied and the winning book announced in May. Be sure to ask your 

student which book was "The Best" in our school!  

 

Mrs. Becker  

Downsville Library Secretary 

   

 
 



 

 

 

Student council has organized 1 dress up/spirit 
day each month for the rest of this school year.  

Future events... 

 

Friday, Jan. 27
th

 –Dress like an animal 

Thursday, Feb.23
rd

 –Dress as a Game/Book/Movie 
Character 

Friday, Mar 31
st

 –Mystery Dress Up—dress up as a 
“something” or “someone” so that others can guess who you 
are 

Friday, Apr. 28
th

 –Dress like a twin--Match a friend for twin 
day 

Friday, May 26
th

 –Dress up Formal Day, wear nicer clothing 
than you normally would 

 

 



 

 Hello, Everyone! 

 

 I have exciting news! Here at Downsville the students and staff are always doing 
wonderful things.  We love to show you those wonderful activities, and how much fun we are 
having, on Twitter. Thank you so much to everyone who follows us and helps us to promote 
that joy!  If you are interested in following us on Twitter, you can find us @downsvilleES .   

 

 

 

 However, we also recognize that not everyone has, or wants to have, a Twitter 
account.  So, it is with great pleasure that I announce Downsville is now on Facebook!  On the 
new Facebook page you can see pictures from different classrooms and read about school-
wide events.  All of the tweets from our Twitter account are automatically linked to our 
Facebook account, so you won’t miss anything!  It’s another great way to stay connected!  You 
can find us by searching Downsville Elementary School or by typing in the link 
https://www.facebook.com/downsvilletigers/  

 

  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  Thank you all for your 
continued support of our school! 

  

Warmly, 

 Ms. Graham 

 

 (715) 664-8546 

 jessica_graham@msd.k12.wi.us 

https://www.facebook.com/downsvilletigers/


Counselor Connections 

 Deb Hoage -School Counselor      
 

“Bucket Fill-osophy” 
 
BUCKETFILLING STRONG 
 

Dear Families, 
 

Over the past few months our school has 
continued learning and growing together to 
become a bucket filling school. 
 

Through classroom guidance lessons, we  have 
focused on ways to fill buckets including using 
friendly greetings, listening to others, giving 
compliments, being a good sport and team 
player.  K-5 classes have learned about bucket 
fillers and bucket dippers and communicating 
with positive messages by standing up for each 
other in respectful ways. We also learned about 
putting a ‘lid’ on our bucket to protect good 
thoughts and feelings. 
 

Students have not only become skilled bucket 
fillers, but together have actively contributed to 
a positive school climate. Follow up events and 
lessons will continue through the year and as 
part of our school-wide PBIS theme.  
 

Thank you for having your children participate 
in guidance classes. It’s a pleasure to work 
together to make a positive impact in our 
school, and in turn, I hope at home and in the 
community. 
 

“If I cannot do great things, I can do 

small things in a great way.”    Martin 

Luther King, Jr 

Respectfully, 
Deb Hoage 
 

 

 

 

 

Hi! My name is 

Mrs. Reardon and I 

will be Mrs. 

Hoage’s intern this 

semester. I have a 

bachelor’s degree 

in Psychology, and 

I am currently 

working towards 

my master’s degree 

at Stout where I 

am enrolled in the 

School Counseling 

program. 

Throughout my undergraduate and graduate 

education, I have gained a lot of experience 

working with students of all ages. I love kids 

and I enjoy working with them. I believe that 

every child has the ability to succeed, and that 

is why I will work diligently to help them reach 

their optimal potential by supporting students’ 

academic, career, and social/emotional 

development. 

My husband and I live in Menomonie with my 

family Labrador, Chipper, who is almost 14 

years old. We just celebrated our first wedding 

anniversary this month! When I am not at 

school, I enjoy reading, watching movies, going 

on walks with Chipper, and spending time with 

my family. 

I look forward to getting to know all of you! 

 

 



 

`                  

Mrs. Fiege’s 

Kinder Kids Newsletter 

January 2017 

Reader’s Workshop 
Everyday we have Reader’s Workshop. 

Each day we learn a new way to 

become a better reader. Mrs. Fiege 

shows us what to do, then we practice 

it together, and then we do it on our 

own. We have learned many Reading 

Super Powers! 

Writer’s Workshop 
Most every day, we have writer’s 

workshop. We have been writing real 

stories about things that have really 

happened to us. Right now we are learning 

how to edit our pictures and writing to 

make our pieces even better. 

Eureka Math 
We just started Module 4 in 

Math.  We are learning about number 

bonds.  Number bonds help us take 

apart and put together numbers.  We 

write number sentences to make our 

number bonds.  We also do sprints in 

Math.  We love trying to get faster at 

solving problems.   

Math Journals 
We do Math Journals during WIN (what I 

need) time.  Mrs. Fiege gives us 1 math 

problem and we have to try to solve it as 

many different ways as we can.  It is 

fun!  Mrs. Fiege says it helps us stretch 

our brains! 

WIN Time 
WIN time means “what I need”. During 

this time, no new instruction is taught. 

We just practice getting better at 

things that have been taught. We 

break into smaller groups to work on 

skills we need to get better at. 

Buddies 
We love our 5th Grade Buddies.  They 

help us and do many projects with 

us.  Last week, they helped us put on our 

skates and then we skated together.  It 

was so much fun! 

STAR Assessment    

We just finished taking the STAR 

reading/math assessment.  This is our 

3rd time taking it this year.  Mrs. 

Fiege reports that we all made HUGE 

growth!  She is very proud of all of us! 

E-mail me at: 
Julie_fiege@msd.k12.wi.us 

 

Have a great week!  

 

mailto:Julie_fiege@msd.k12.wi.us


 

Ms. Kris is Here: The Newest Member of Second Grade! 
 

Ms. Kris is the new teaching artist in second grade and is part of the A.I.M. (Arts 

Integration Menomonie) program that the second grade is a part of. Her specialty 

is storytelling, but her abilities go far beyond that. She wraps up the students, and 

sometimes the teachers, in her amazing stories so that you don’t even realize you 

are learning. She has been working with us for the past two weeks and the second 

graders have already learned so much for 

social studies, math, and about acting.   

The first week Ms. Kris came was all about 

social studies. We learned about different 

landforms by going on a bear hunt. As we got 

to the mountains, hills, valley, plain, peninsula, 

and island, Ms. Kris, our tour guide, showed us 

around and helped us practice our 

pantomiming skills. The students used 

binoculars to look around the top of the 

mountain and ate sandwiches in the grass at 

the valley. We also learned about different 

bodies of water this week. The students used 

puppets to act out Ms. Kris’s story. Bubbles, our 

fishy main character, took us on a journey 

from a lake, to the river, and finally the ocean 

in search of food. She met many other water 

creatures on her trip who helped her find food and friends. The students did an 

amazing job taking on this and creating magic. 

Our second week with Ms. Kris combined 

her skills as an actor and story problems in 

math. We acted out different problems to 

help students visualize the bigger 

numbers and work through the solution as 

a class. We applauded our volunteer 

storytellers and created math magic. 

It has been a wonderful first couple of 

weeks with Ms. Kris! I can’t wait to see 

what we can create and the stories we 

tell together next! 

 



 
 
Let’s Hear it From the Fourth Graders!!!! 

 

The fourth graders all responded to this prompt for the newsletter this month: In 
Winter, I… 
 

James Hoff - In Winter, I go sledding down our hill, go over the hump, and we go airborne. 
We also go down the hill and will hit ice and turn around and go  
backwards. We also have a contest of who can go far. If you get to the  
edge of the driveway, you can roll down until you stop. 
 
 

Samantha Cunningham - In Winter, I like to play with my dog Baily. We play in our front 
yard. A lot of times, I am taking her out for a walk or to go to the bathroom. Baily makes 
footprints and I make snow angels. Then my mom calls us in for hot chocolate. (Baily gets 
water and not hot chocolate.) Then I read to her and watch T.V. 
 

Blake Radle - In Winter, I like to snowmobile because it’s fun. We do jumps, and we go on 
the trails. We even put down blasers. Blasers are things so at night you don’t go off the 
trail. 
 

Chad Baldwin - In Winter, I like to go ice skating. I like it when I go so fast I 
jump! It is so fun. 

 

Samuel McWithey - I like to build snow forts. You can build bedrooms. You can make 
chairs. You can make a freezer! I like to build snow forts! 
 

Jonny Kittelson - In Winter, I go sledding at my aunt’s house and go down their big hill. I 
also ice skate. It is fun in my opinion. 
 

Jaymison Heizler - In Winter, I go snowboarding. I jump and do tricks. I also  
have snowball fights. I go skiing. I climb trees. I go ice skating. This is what I like 
to do in winter. 
 

Kaiden Recore - In Winter, I like to ice skate because it is a lot of fun. You can play tag 
and hockey. 
 

Jonathon Foslid - In Winter, I like to build snow forts. I like to dig holes in the hills. 
 

Autumn Kistner - In Winter, I go ice skating with my friends. Sometimes I fall down. I play 
with my dog in the snow. I build a snow fort. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Masyn Lawrence - In Winter, I take a big bucket and fill it with snow, and then I tell my 
grandpa to come outside. Next I dump it on him. My grandpa and I have snowball fights, 
and we take shovels full of snow and throw the snow at each other. 
 
Elliana Larrabee - In Winter, I like to go ice skating with my friends. We like to play tag on 
the ice because it is very fun. I like ice skating because it is something to do, and you can 
go very fast. I like to go to the ice skating party. You get hot chocolate to drink. My friends 
and I go to the ice skating party. I like ice skating because it is fun and you can do a lot 
when you go ice skating. That’s why I like ice skating. 
 

Mason Wittig  - In Winter, I like to go ice fishing. I like to go to Durand at 
Thompsons, and I like catching big fish. I only like eating fish on the turkey 
fryer. I also like helping my dad filet the fish, but he gets them started for me. 
Bigger fish are easier for bait. I use waxies sometimes or minnows. Most of 
the time, I like to drill my own fishing holes. 

 

Megan Feala - In Winter, I like ice skating. On the ice, it was fun doing twirls, going fast. A 
lot of people did the train with Dale. People on the turns fell a lot, but it was really fun. Now 
it’s a water rink. 
 

Madysen Brown - In Winter, I like to: go ice skating, build snowmen, play with my family, 
go snowmobiling, and have fun with my dad, my sisters, and my friends, and build a snow 
fort with my friends. 
 

Hayllie Matthews - In the snow, I… like to snowmobile. I like to sled  
and snowboard. I love to hang out with my cousin and play with my  
uncle’s dog inside (That is the small one.), and outside with his big dog.  
I love to draw what the outside looks like. I love to draw in the winter. I  
like to play video games when I am too cold to stay outside. 
 

Parker Jacobs - In Winter, I like to go snowmobiling because I like going fast and doing 
wheelies and going through the woods. 
 

Aidan Litscher - In Winter, I like having snowball fights because they’re fun, and I like 
building forts and tunnels and going to walk in my field. 
 

             

 

 



 

 

Our local school bus company (Menomonie Transportation) is in need of additional bus drivers 

for extra curricular trips and two AM/PM bus routes (both are small buses).  This is a wonderful 

part time job.  Drivers are guaranteed $28.30 per route for a morning and/or afternoon 

route.  Extra curricular drivers are on the clock during the entire event and are compensated 

$11.00/hour.  Could you use an extra $50/day for grocery money or spending money?  You 

would likely have no driving duties the same days that your children are off from school.  Why 

not consider driving a school bus so you can pick up that extra cash and still be home with the 

kids?  Please contact Tom Krueger at Menomonie Transportation 715-235-4995 or e-mail him at 

tomkrueger@wwt.net to learn about the driving opportunities and the free training. 

tel:%28715%29%20235-4995
mailto:tomkrueger@wwt.net

